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A historical survey of the roots and 
first growth of the thoughts, values 
and practices of the early 
Christians which explains the 
evolution of Christian belief in 
terms of vital adaptations to 
challenges. 
 
Räisänen discusses the life and 
death of Jesus, last things and 
afterlife, saviour figures and the 
human condition, ethnicity, 
morality, ritual and community life. 
This is an ideal textbook for 
university introductory courses on 
the New Testament and Early 
Christianity. 
 
“A magisterial book summarising 
the cumulative wisdom of a 
lifetime of scholarship. It is a 
comprehensive representation of 
the Early Christian thought world, 
accessible both to non-believers 
and believers.” 
- Gerd Theissen,  
Professor of New Testament 
Theology, University of Heidelberg 
 

Author 
Heikki Raisanen is Academy Professor Emeritus in the Academy of 
Finland and former Head of the Centre of Excellence in the Department 
of Biblical Studies of the University of Helsinki.  
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